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Education and Training:     
1992  Doctor of Philosophy, Genetics, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 
1987  Bachelor of Science with Distinction, Biology, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 
      
Research and Professional Experience: 
July 2009 - present  Associate Professor of Plant Breeding and Genetics 
    Dept. of Horticultural Sciences, Cornell University 
    New York State Agricultural Experiment Station, Geneva, NY 
    Joint appointment: Department of Plant Breeding and Genetics, Ithaca, NY 
July 2009 - present  Adjunct Associate Professor  
    Department of Environmental and Forest Biology 
    SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse, NY 
Aug. 2001 – June 2009  Associate Professor 

Department of Environmental and Forest Biology 
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse, NY 

Dec. 2008 – June 2009  Adjunct Associate Professor 
    Department of Horticultural Sciences, NYS Agricultural Experiment Station 
    Cornell University, Geneva, NY 
June 2003 – Jan. 2004  Visiting Fellow (Sabbatical)  

Department of Plant Pathology, NYS Agricultural Experiment Station 
 Cornell University, Geneva, NY 

Sept. 1996 – Aug. 2001   Assistant Professor 
Department of Environmental and Forest Biology 
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse, NY  

Oct. 1992 – Aug. 1996  N.S.F. Postdoctoral Fellow & Postdoctoral Scientist 
    Department of Vegetable Crops, Univ. of California-Davis 
Sept. 1987 – Oct. 1992  Graduate Research Assistant 

Genetics Program & DOE-Plant Research Laboratory 
    Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 
Jan. 1987 – Aug. 1987  Research Technician  

Department of Plant Pathology, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 
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Plant Patents:  with co-inventors, L.P. Abrahamson, R.F. Kopp, and T.A. Volk: 
Fast-growing willow shrub named ‘Millbrook’. U.S. PP 17,646 issued April 24, 2007. 
Fast-growing willow shrub named ‘Oneida’. U.S. PP 17,682 issued May 1, 2007. 
Fast-growing willow shrub named ‘Fish Creek’.  U.S. PP 17,710 issued May 8, 2007. 
Fast-growing willow shrub named ‘Canastota’.  U.S. PP 17,724 issued May 15, 2007. 
Fast-growing willow shrub named ‘Owasco’. U.S. PP 17,845 issued July 3, 2007. 
Fast-growing willow shrub named ‘Tully Champion’. U.S. PP 17,946 issued Aug. 28, 2007. 
Fast-growing willow shrub named ‘Otisco’.  U.S. PP 17,997 issued Sept. 11, 2007. 
 
Synergistic Activities: 
Teaching Activities: 

Cornell University: PLBR4030 Genetic Improvement of Crop Plants 
Graduate Student Training: 

SUNY-ESF: Michelle Serapiglia (Ph.D., 2009), Emily Pulley (M.S., 2008), Dongqing Yan (M.P.S., 2007), Jason 
Purdy (M.S., 2006), Juan Lin (Ph.D. 2006), Todd Polanowicz (M.P.S. 2005), Ingrid Phillips (M.S. 2002), William 
Moskal, Jr. (M.S. 2002), Kimberly Cameron (Ph.D. 2001), Richard Kopp (Ph.D. 2000), Eriko Motegi (M.S. 2000), 
Nobutaka Kato (M.P.S. 1999)  

Reviewer:  
USDA-DOE Bioenergy Feedstock Genomics review panel, USDA-NRI Competitive Grants Program, USDA 
McIntire-Stennis Program, USDA-BARD Program, National Science Foundation, Plant Physiology, Physiologia 
Plantarum, Plant Molecular Biology, Functional Plant Biology, International Journal of Plant Science, Trends in 
Plant Science, Journal of Plant Physiology, Tree Physiology, New Phytologist, Planta, Crop Science, BioEnergy 
Research 

University and Professional Service: 
Editorial Board - BioEnergy Research; Executive and Membership Comm. -American Society of Plant Biologists 
(Oct. 2006-Sept. 2009); Institutional Biosafety Comm (SUNY-ESF); Radiation Safety Comm (SUNY-ESF);  Chair 
- Lowe-Wilcox Graduate Scholarship Selection Comm (SUNY-ESF) 

Professional Affiliations: 
American Society of Plant Biologists; Japanese Society of Plant Physiologists, American Society for Horticultural 
Science, New York Flora Association, Botanical Society of America, New York Farm Bureau, New York Biomass 
Alliance, Short Rotation Woody Crops Operations Working Group 


